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Exegetical SAU: Luke 15:25-35

1. Overview

A. When approaching this book as a whole, what general features are noteworthy? 
· There are several different sources in which Luke could have written this.
· Oral tradition—Luke personally interviewed eyewitnesses of Jesus’ life, ministry, death and resurrection.
· Quelle (German for ‘source’) or Q—an earlier gospel in which all other gospels had taken from as their primary source. This gospel is now lost.
· Written fragments—sources written by various authors for various purposes during different times. These fragments were later collected and complied by the gospel writers.
· Matthew—the book of Matthew was the primary source of Luke.
· Mark—the book of Mark was the primary source of Luke
· Includes the following according to Greco-Roman culture.
· A genealogical record
· The use of meal scenes as occasions for instruction
· Travel narratives
· Speeches
· Dramatic episodes
· The book is primarily focused on God and the fulfillment of God’s ancient purpose. Who understands God’s purpose? Who interprets the Scriptures faithfully?
· The book’s primary message is the theme of salvation.

B. What suggestions have been made regarding the book’s settings? 
· The time period suggested by scholars for the writings of Luke 1) A.D. 59-63 and (2) the 70s or the 80s. 
· There are four areas where this Gospel could be written.
· Rome—this is considered the most likely of places
· Achaia
· Ephesus
· Caesarea
· The place where this book was sent would depend on the residence of Theophilus. Suggested places are Antioch, Achaia, and Ephesus. The places would not be in the Holy Land since the intended readers are unfamiliar with that land. 

C. What about the book’s authorship, date and overall themes? 
· Luke was a doctor, a fellow worker, and a dear and faithful friend of the Apostle Paul. (Col 4:14, 2 Tim 4:11, Phm 24)
· The writing of this book was funded and published by Theophilus, who was either a wealthy Roman official or at least a man of high position and wealth.
· The time period suggested by scholars for the writings of Luke 
· 1) A.D. 59-63 
· 2) 70-140 C.E. (During the destruction of Jerusalem)
· The books overall themes are the work and testimony of Jesus Christ, and they have three major parts: the events that occurred in the area around Galilee, those that took place in Judea and Perea, and those of the final week in Jerusalem.
· Luke’s main concern is with Christian mission and identity and forms of Christian discipleship suited to life in the Roman Empire. 

D. Into which literary genre does our pericope seem to fit?
· The book fits into the genre category of Gospel. There are different types of narratives and Christological biography. It also includes the subgenres of parables, sermons, etc.

2. Literary analysis
· Observations
· “Large crowds” shows something of the pressure that was on Jesus. The crowds were looking at Jesus for something. (25)
· Jesus turns to the crowd, showing that he was direct in his sermon. This shows that the general attitude of the crowd was willing to follow Jesus to a point. 
· Jesus names the people most dear to oneself—father, mother, wife, children, brother, and sisters. (26)
· Jesus has two ways people cannot be his disciple unless he 1) hates his father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, and self and 2) carry his cross and follow him. (26-27)
· Everything a man has belongs to God, yet we are given them by God to cultivate.
· He says ‘anyone’ twice. 
· Jesus gives two illustrations for his point: building a tower (28-29) and a king going to war against a strong one (30-32)
· The cross is a symbol of suffering and death. Therefore, Jesus is saying that anyone who does not carry his own suffering and death and follow him cannot be his disciple.
· “...estimate the cost…” (v. 14) Jesus expects his disciples not to make a rash or hurried decision but a well thought through plan that assesses the cost of following Jesus.
· “…has enough money…” The cost of following Jesus is great. The goal is death to one’s own self and not only death itself but also the most brutal and cruel death to one’s own life, desires, and pride.
· “He lays the foundation.” The foundation must always be considered primarily but not ultimately. The whole building must be envisioned and carefully planned out. Only then can the foundation be laid. 
· “everyone who sees it will ridicule him.” (v. 30) That is the reason Paul says, “If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.” (1 Cor 15:19). If our plan is not careful and trustworthy, then we are wretches, placing our hope in some myth. However, if this true then we have life to the full.
· The ‘King’ illustration begins with a pressing issue. The king is about to be attacking, forcing him to make a decision.
· 10,000 are less than 20,000. The king’s doom is eminent.
· Renouncing something doesn’t necessarily mean one cannot use or enjoy it, it only means that it’s not you master. 
· Salt is not the ‘meat,’ it is only the seasoning. Similarly, we are not the ‘meat’ of the universe; we are only the ‘seasoning’ we bring to God’s world. God enjoys us and uses us for his own glory.
· “It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out.” Salt that looses its saltiness is good for nothing, even manure. If we no longer bring pleasure and glory to God, we too will be good for nothing.
· “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” (v 35) Listening, not only with the ears but also with your heart, is essential for the gospel. And the fruit that produces from the heart will reveal how much a person is listening. 
· Questions
· Why did large crowds follow Jesus? What were they looking for?
· Where were Jesus, the disciples, and the crowd going? What does traveling look like?
· Why did Jesus preach this to the crowd? Why was he not just teaching the disciples?
· How does one hate one’s own life in comparison with love for Jesus?
· What does it mean to love Jesus?
· What does it mean when it says “he cannot be my disciple?” (27)
· Why does Jesus use the illustrations he uses?
· What are the advantages of following Jesus? What are the disadvantages?
· Do people have time to consider whether or not he is able to go against the King of Kings? To what extent can they go before they have to make a decision?
· What is the builder a symbol for?
· What is the 1st king symbol for? What is the 2nd king a symbol for?
· Why would the king send a delegation while the other is still a long way off?
· What does the phrase ‘everything he has’ mean?
· Why does Jesus compare us with salt when in the OT it was a symbol of desolation?
· Why must one give up everything he has to follow Christ? Wouldn’t we always have things?
· Why does Jesus emphasize this passage by the phrase, ‘he who has ears to hear, let him hear?’ (35)


3. Preliminary assessment
The pericope seems to be explaining the measures we must take to follow Jesus. The message is two-fold: 1) hate father, mother, wife, children, brothers, and sisters in measure to Jesus, and 2) carry his cross and follow him. This should be a well-thought out, total commitment, without reserve to Jesus. 
4. Co-text
· Repent or Perish. Repent of sin or perish. God is being patient even though his people are not bearing fruit, yet there is a time coming when he’s going to “cut” us down. (Luke 13:1-9)
· The Kingdom of God. What is the kingdom of God like? It spreads with abundance, similar to the illustration of a mustard seed and yeast. (Luke 13:15-21)
· The Narrow Door. The last will be first and the first will be last. (Luke 13:32-30)
· Hardness of Jerusalem. Jesus’ sorrow for Jerusalem is great because the people are unwilling to repent of their sins. (Luke 13:31-35)
· The Humble Exalted. Don’t place yourself in the best spot. Place yourself in the worst spot and then be exalted later on. (Luke 14:1-14)
· The Great Banquet. The rich, wealthy, successful people are first invited to the banquet. Yet since they rejected it, the lowly, meek, humble, poor, and filthy are invited to banquet. And they are the ones that come. (Luke 14:15-24)
· Parable of the Lost Sheep, Coin and Son. The finding, or redemption, of the things/people. Illustrates the point Jesus is trying to make about showing the full joy of the Father. (Luke 15)
· Parable of the Shrewd Manager. Those honest with little will be honest with much and those dishonest with little will be dishonest with much. (Luke 16:1-15)
5. Historical context
· Historical context of the book of Luke
· “Comparison of Luke merely with Hellenistic writers would be one-sided. His style of writing, which is frequently reminiscent of the Septuagint, demands that he also be compared with Jewish historians.” (55) 1
· “Consequently, he not only records miraculous events in his narrative, but he also sees the general course of history as the effect of divine activity.”  (56) 1
· “One thing is certain; he [Luke] used his sources, but he was no slave to them.” (1001) 2
· Historical context of the pericope (Luke 14:25-35) 3 
· Jesus says this after the parable of the great banquet. (395)
· Here Luke related a number of Jesus’ teachings that describe the conditions for membership. (395)



6. Canonical inter-text
1. Carry the Cross
Not only did Jesus command us to take up our cross and come follow him with his voice, but also with his physical body. He himself became a living example. Philippians 2:8 says, “And being found in appearance as a man, humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross.” Jesus denied himself all the pure pleasures of heaven and glory, and came down to earth in the form of a man to die in the place of sinners.
2. Give up everything he has
“Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” (Mark 10:21) There is a reoccurring theme throughout the gospels. Jesus continually calls people to give up everything they have before they follow Jesus. This shows the intensity of the commitment to him and avoids ignorant devotion to idols. If a man gives up everything for his Savior, what is he lacking?
3. Salt loosing it’s saltiness
“Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.” (Col 4:5-7) Within the OT, salt is a term used to symbolize desolation. Within the NT, salt is a term used to describe flavor and righteousness. 
7. Theological context (Christological lens)
· Christ’s role in this passage is absolutely imperative. 1) If there’s no Christ, there’s no passage. 2) If there’s no Christ, there’s no one whom we can show our loyalty and complete commitment to. 3) And there would also be no way we could possibly give up everything apart from Christ. 
8. Tradition
· See note pages
9. Synthesis (Reason)
In general, my initial assessment remains the same. However, not only do we have to make a complete commitment to Jesus, but we also have to do it soon. For within this command to give up everything, we must see that the time is pressing before the wrath of God comes (the second king in verses 31-32). 
10. Experience
· What similarities or differences might there be between our context and that of the original readers?
· We no longer use crosses. Therefore, the cross has lost somewhat of it’s meaning. Whenever people hear of the cross, they don’t think of brutal death and intense suffering, rather they think of Jesus. 
· The personal family life of present day Americans is different than in the days of Christ. People don’t rely on their families as much as they did in the days of Christ; there’s a more independent attitude. 
· The materialism is far greater here in America. If we don’t have something, we get it, regardless of whether we can afford it or not. This kind of unbridled consumption leads to the hesitation to give up everything to follow Christ. 
· How have I or might I better understand this text through ‘living it out’ in my world?
· Taking the time to sit down and figure out if Christ is worth the cost. Should I deny myself, take up my cross and go follow him? What will that cost me—physically, emotionally, financially, spiritually, practically, mentally, relationally, etc?
· Carrying one’s cross and following Christ, in other words, is killing yourself. All your personal ambitions and selfish desires are killed for the sake of Christ (this leads to Christ’s redemptive work). Ultimately, the desire of another prevails. This leads to joy, freedom from worry, and love. 
· Reading stories of people who have given up everything for Christ, picked up their cross and followed him. 
11. Further exploration
· What does it mean to love Jesus in comparison to others? What does that look like?
· What does it look like to carry one’s cross practically here in America?
· Why does the decision need to be made and how soon?

Research Questions
· Why should we be following Jesus—for what purpose?
· How does one follow Jesus in a world like this?
· What will it cost to follow Christ?
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